Effects of gestation and lactation on rat gastric fundus.
This study evaluated the effects of gestation and lactation on stomach growth in rats. Constant increases were observed in gastric fundus weight during pregnancy and lactation, with a maximum obtained after 3 weeks of lactation. This increase in tissue weight was not associated with hyperplasia of the gastric fundus as in no instance did total DNA contents from mated females differ significantly from those of the unmated controls. Mild hypertrophy, as evidenced by significant increases in cellular mass and RNA and protein concentrations, was observed during late lactation. Gastrin might be responsible for these modest changes in the gastric fundus.